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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------~
102-1367 18 June 1992 Washington, DC
IMPROVING ACCESS TO VETERANS' HOSPITALS. Earlier this year when I learned
that some veterans were being turned away from South Texas VA facilities,
I immediately initiated an inquiry into this expressing my concerns about
restrictions on health care assistance to veterans categorized by the
VA as "non-mandatory." While I was assured by the VA that such veterans
would continue to receive attention if their needs were acute this did
not seem to me to be an adequate response.
That is why I am pleased to be able to report that the House Committee
on Veterans' Affairs has recent ly launched a plan to improve care. The
strategy of the plan is to require other federal programs to reimburse
the VA for its services.
As voted out by the Committee on Veterans' Affairs the proposal
calls for a limited demonstration project under which Medicare would
reimburse the VA for medical services provided to veterans who are both
Medicare-eligible and categorized by the VA as "non-mandatory" for hospital
care. The category consists of veterans with medical conditions or
disabilities unrelated to their military service whose incomes are greater
than $18,844. Due to budgetary constraints, such veterans are currently
denied access to VA care except for emergency treatment.
According to Veterans' Affairs Committee Chairman Sonny Montgomery
there are many older, nonservice-connected veterans who have long depended
on VA medical care being there for them, but who now find themselves to
be the victims of inadequate funding. Since these veterans are
beneficiaries of a government medical program which they have paid in to
it is entirely reasonable to ask that program for reimbursement for their
care. When beneficiaries use VA services) Medicare can, in turn, realize
savings which is good news all the way around.
The program as proposed would be a three year demonstration at three
to seven sites near Department of Defense medical facilities slated for
closure. The proposal requires the VA to consult with the Congress in
selecting the facilities to participate in the demonstration and with
veterans' service organizations at the designated sites.
Seeing adequate funding provided for our nation I s veterans always
has and always will be a priority of mine. Veterans' Affairs Committee
Chairman Montgomery has also stated that ensuring adequate funding is
his committee's highest priority this year as well. It is always said
actions speak louder than words and this action taken by the committee
is to be lauded. Anything which opens the doors of the VA's medical
facilities a bit wider and improves care is without a doubt a step in
the right direction.
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LOANS AND GRANIS FOR RURAL HOKE IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS. If you're
thinking about doing some fixing up of your home, and who among us at
some time or another hasn Itt I want to let you know about a Farmers Home
Administration program which may be of interest to you and for which you
may be eligible to qualify. Let me begin by saying if, after reading
about this program, you want to apply, what you will need to do is contact
your local county office of the FmHA where staff will be ready and able
to assist you with any questions you might have.
Who can borrow? If you own and live in a home on a farm, in the
open country, or in towns of up to 10,000 population you may qualify for
a loan and/or grant if you cannot secure credit from regular conunercial
lenders. You must be 62 years or older to qualify for a grant or a
combination loan and grant. All other families and individuals can apply
to determine eligibility for a loan. This assistance is also available
in some towns of 10,000 to 20,000 population. Your town may be in this
category, but to be certain ask the Fm~~ county supervisor.
How can funds be used? Generally repair loans and grants may be
used to remove health hazards by repairing roofs, providing a sanitary
water and waste disposal system that meets local health department
requirements, installing screens, windows or insulation or taking other
steps to make the home safe. Home improvement loans may include similar
purposes, but may go further by bringing the home up to minimum standards
and making changes for the convenience of the residents, such as adding
a room, remodeling the kitchen, or otherwise modernizing the house.
What are the terms? Very low income families can receive up to
$5,000 in a loan, a combination loan and grant, or a full grant to remove
hea 1th hazards. Loans up to $1,500 must be repaid within 10 years, loans
between $1,500 and $2,500 within 15 years and loans over $2,500 within
20 years. The interest rate is 1 percent.
To
years or
receive a combination loan and grant,






To receive a full grant, the homeowner must be 62 years or older,
and unable to pay for any repairs on the house.
Families with somewhat higher
improve their homes. Loans can be
rates are based on each household's
3 percent.
incomes can borrow up to
made for up to 25 years.




Other home improvement loans are repayable in 33 years. These loans
are made at the regular interest rate, or with interest credits, depending
upon family size and income.
What security is required? A real estate mortgage is required for
loans of more than $2,500 and in some instances may be required for smaller
loans. If the loan is under $2,500, but income is small so that repaying
the loan will be difficult, someone may co-sign the loan note with the
borrower. Homeowners who receive a grant or a combination loan and grant




So if you're seriously considering doing some
have been delaying this just might be what you're
get started with those improvements.
ii
long needed work,
looking for to help
VISITORS FROM BaKE. Joyce Obst from Alamo; Hr &. Mrs C B Shields of Edcouch;
Sergio Shearer~ Jose Arevalo, Romeo and Alma Villarreal, Richard~ Elias~
and Erroll Smith, Bettie Chandler, Mary Rodriguez, Hortencia Rodriguez;
and Estella Trevino, all of Edinburg; Hr & Mrs Henry Baumann, Lennie Helmke
and Tiffani Pruski of Floresville; Christian and Vicki Bergstrom and Randy
Sweeten of McAllen; Liborio Hinojosa of Mercedes; Becky Leal of Pharr,
Michele Wineland of Portland; and Juan and Leticia Molina of Weslaco.
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